great wall discovery, china

The Great Wall of China was originally
constructed to keep out nomadic tribes who
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challenge starts in Jinshanling with a vigorous
trek that loops along the mountains either side
of the Gubeikou Gateway.

Each day you will trek approximately 12kms
along the stony path, twisting and winding its
way along the mountains, interspersed with
crumbling watchtowers.

It is demanding but also very rewarding,
particularly on a clear day when you can look at
the vast and beautiful mountain ranges. Your
imagination will take you back several centuries
to when the wall was the frontline defense of
Imperial China.

On completion of your challenge you will return
to Beijing to explore some of the many
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Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven and the
Lama Temple.

Day 1. International Departure

Meet at the Airport for your flight to Beijing, China. Our
Charity Challenge representative will be there to assist
you with the check-in and any last minute questions.
You will be passing over the Great Wall before landing
at Beijing airport.

Day 2: Beijing to Start of Trek

Upon arrival in Beijing you will be met at the airport by a
Charity Challenge local agent who will transfer you to
your hotel (approx 2 hrs). After check in, you will have
the rest of the afternoon to relax or go for a walk in the
surrounding area. In the evening after dinner, you will
be given you challenge briefing and have the
opportunity to ask any questions of your expedition
leader. Overnight in lodge.

Park located next to the Great Wall. You will follow a
meandering path up a narrow gully by the side of a
stream to the top of a watershed. The views here are
spectacular and the plant life provides a welcome
respite from the heat of the Wall. From here you will
descend steeply to what was the most famous waterfall
in Beijing county. Passing the Heavenly Gateway, a
huge natural arch appears high in the cliffs above you,
the remins what was once a waterfall but has now dried
out due to climate change. Overnight in lodge.

Approx trekking time £5hrs.

Day 4: Gubeikou Gateway *12kms

The day starts with a short drive to a village where your
trek begins. There used to be three passageways
between Northeast China, the Mongolian Highlands,
Beijing and the central plains. These were Shanhai
Pass, Juyong Pass and Gubeikou Gateway, the latter
lying between the two passes and being located in
today's Miyun County, northeast of the city of Beijing.
This is the location for the start of your Great Wall
challenge. Gubeikou was the site of incessant warfare
and was heavily guarded by the armies of various
dynasties from 7th-13th century. In particular, the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644AD) added many defence
installations and increased the strength of the garrison.
Nowadays, the main castle no longer exists and much of



